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Vehicle Appraisal 

 

Aston Martin    Vantage Le Mans (V600 Specification) 

Chassis Number    70241 

Registration Number  No registration. 

Odometer                    13,000.6 KMS 

 

 

This appraisal has been carried out by our Senior Road Tester in accordance with the Aston Martin Works 

Road Test Report form. The report is broken down in to the vehicle sub-systems with recommendations 

based on our findings at the end of each section. 

 

 

Brief History  

 

According to the build record (attached at rear of document) the vehicle was built as a V550 Vantage Le 

Mans on 12
th

 July 1999 and delivered following its V600 upgrade conversion on 20
th

 June 2000. The 

vehicle was built to Swiss KPH specification. It is known that 40 ôLe Mansõ specification V550 Vantages 

were produced, of these it is believed 33 cars were then converted to V600 specification by Works Service 

situated opposite the factory in Newport Pagnell. 

 

The chassis number 70241 on the chassis plate is the same as that listed on the build sheet. Chassis 

70241was originally finished in Aston Martin Racing Green and it displays this same colour today. The 

interior trim is listed as Tan A4482 leather with a Forest Green contrast piping. The seat centres and 

headlining were specified in Tan Alcantara 2351. The carpet colour is listed as Green 919 with Forest 

Green piping.  

 

The vehicle would have originally built with a manual gearbox. It appears that the previous owner 

commissioned works to the vehicle around 2012 by Works Service which included an automatic 

gearbox conversion, modification of the dashboard top to accommodate a single DIN opening, chrome 

road wheels and a 3
rd

 rear brake light housed behind the rear window. The vehicle still retains these 

modifications today. 
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Vehicle Condition Report 

 

Electrical 

 

¶ The vehicle battery (located in the boot) has previously leaked and corroded the battery tray and 

surrounding carpet. 

¶ A 3
rd

 high-level brake light is present behind the rear window. 

¶ A GPS antenna is located on the rear parcel shelf. 

¶ A windscreen mounted aerial is present to the rear windscreen, this is likely to provide DAB 

function to the radio head unit. 

¶ PRNDL lights are present to the centre console related to the automatic gearbox conversion. 

¶ A retro-fitted amplifier has been located under the right hand front seat. 

¶ The left hand rear speaker is inoperative when tested from the radio. 

¶ The windscreen washers are blocked and the washer bottle is displaying heavy mould residue. 

¶ The right hand number plate light is inoperative. 

¶ The wing mirror adjustment knob is intermittent. 

¶ With a new battery installed to test electrical systems no fuel pump priming could be heard 

indicating both pumps are seized internally. 

¶ The air conditioning system could not be tested at this time. 

 

Recommendations: 

Remove boot carpeting in affected areas, cut new carpet and bind in correct leather. Clean and re-paint 

acid burned areas. Labour £247.50 Trim Labour £460.00 Carpet £95.00 Leather £650.00 (1 Hide 

Minimum) 

Remove trim and assess inoperative speaker. £330.00 

Remove washer bottle, deep clean and flush fluid lines then re-fill with fresh screen wash fluid.  

Labour £495.00 Flush Chemicals £24.00 

Inspect right hand number plate light. £82.50 

Remove wing mirror adjustment dial and clean contacts then test. £165.00 

Carry out air conditioning system vacuum and recharge with UV dye to test for leaks and report. 

£330.00  

If no leaks present then conduct AC service, 134A gas type. £641.00 

 

Chassis 

 

Front Suspension 

 

¶ The left hand front anti-roll bar drop-link is bent. This may be due to the vehicle being towed 

from it. 

¶ The front shock absorber damper covers have come adrift and fallen down on both sides. 

 

Recommendations: 

Replace anti-roll bar drop link bent. Labour £82.50 Parts £185.00 

Inspect shock absorber covers for reinstallation or removal. £330.00 
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Steering 

 

¶ The left hand track rod end is displaying a small split in the rubber gaiter. 

¶ The steering rack is displaying inner rack play. 

 

Recommendations: 

Remove and overhaul steering rack, replacing track rod ends. Labour £1,320.00 Overhaul £695.00 

Parts £341.00 

Carry out full vehicle geometry set-up and laser alignment. £990.00 

 

Rear Suspension 

 

¶ The rear suspension bushes are all serviceable. 

¶ The rear dampers appear in good condition however we have not road tested the vehicle to be 

certain if they are knocking. 

¶ Both rear suspension bump stop rubbers are heavily perished. 

 

Recommendations: 

Replace bump stop rubbers both sides. Labour £165.00 Parts £255.00 

 

Wheels and Tyres 

 

¶ The wheels have been replaced with standard V550 wheels which have been chromed.  

¶ The tyres are age stamped 2005 production and are displaying as new tread. 

 

Recommendations: 

A new set of the correct V600 Dymag wheels have been agreed upon. 

Consideration could be given to refurbishing the V550 standard wheels to OEM finish and retain as a 

second set to accompany the vehicle. £960.00 

 

Brakes 

 

¶ The brake flexible hoses appear aged and would suggest replacement. 

¶ The brake fluid is discoloured and should be changed. 

¶ All brakes are displaying 5% wear and in good condition. 

¶ The brake caliper pistons will not have moved in a long time and we would recommend brake 

caliper overhaul as safety critical parts. 

 

Recommendations: 

Remove brake calipers and overhaul. Labour £660.00 Overhaul £1,461.00 

Change brake flexible hoses. Labour £330.00 Parts £461.00 

Carry out brake fluid change. Included in major service. 
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Powertrain 

 

Engine  

All oil leaks are graded 1-5. 1=Minor 5=Severe 

 

¶ The low coolant level warning light is displayed, no coolant could be found in the header 

expansion tank. Suggest coolant flush and radiator overhaul with new water pump due to 

sediment build up. 

¶ The fuel level warning light is on as expected. 

¶ The front crankshaft damper seal is displaying a severity 1 (minor) oil weep, advise to drive 

vehicle and assess once running. 

¶ No visible engine oil or coolant leaks are visible currently however the engine has not been 

started and run to temperature to test at this stage. 

¶ The engine bay condition is very good and presents very well. 

¶ No fuel pumps could be heard running. The fuel in the tank appears very stale. 

¶ The engine bay vacuum hoses appear split and may cause engine running issues. 

 

Recommendations: 

Remove fuel tank and send for overhaul and replace internal filters.  

Replace pair of fuel pumps and filters in engine bay. 

Labour £1,980.00 Overhaul £675.00 Fuel Pumps £1,310.00 Filters £75.00 

 

Replace front to rear carbon canister lines and engine bay vacuum lines which have degraded. 

Labour £2640.00 Parts £310.00 

Remove and pressure test/flush radiator, change water pump. Carry out coolant drain and flush. 

Labour £1,650.00 Radiator Flush £365.00 Water Pump £985.00 Coolant £72.00 

Wash off engine and run to temperature, assess and report on engine running health after major 

service. £165.00 

Carry out full vehicle service including changing all auxiliary and supercharger drive belts. Change spark 

plugs and remove superchargers for access. £3,177.00 

 

Transmission 

 

¶ The automatic 5-speed gearbox is displaying a fluid weep to the left hand side from the band-

adjuster area, this is running down on to the sump. Severity 3 medium. 

¶ There is a very slight oil leak to the differential drive shaft flanges, severity 2 minor. 

 

Recommendations: 

Gain access to gearbox to re-seal leaking areas. Labour £990.00 

Remove sump and carry out gearbox service inc changing filter. £794.00 
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Fuel and Exhaust system 

 

¶ The exhaust has been modified to accept a Virage rear 1/3 of the system with dual silencers. The 

system diameter reduces from 70mm to 55mm. The correct Le Mans tail pipe finishers have 

been retained but inside they have the smaller 55m diameter pipe exiting.  

This rear exhaust arrangement have been installed to quieten the exhaust note. 

 

¶ All hangers and clamps are in good order. 

 

Recommendations: 

Return the exhaust system to standard Le Mans specification, fabricate new rear silencers and integrate 

with original Le Mans oval exhaust tips. £9,550.00 

 

 

Vehicle Structure 

 

¶ The vehicle structure is sound with no areas of corrosion or evidence of accident damage. 

¶ The previous jacking of the car has removed the underseal from the right hand side of the 

chassis legs. 

 

Recommendations 

Touch in areas of underseal exposed. £1,135.00 

 

Body and Trim 

 

Paintwork and coach work 

 

¶ The vehicle has been previously repainted almost entirely to a good standard throughout.  

¶ The body paint surface is in good condition with small areas of fine scratches from washing the 

vehicle.  

¶ There are areas of damage to the front right hand lower painted body colour spoiler.  

¶ The lower sacrificial panels to the front spoiler are also damaged and witness marked. 

¶ The front and rear number plate plinths are showing scratches, possibly from previous number 

plate removal by force. 

 

Carry out re-paint of front end including the lower SAC panel replacement. £4,086.31 

Carry out re-paint of rear number plate area. £1,382.49 

Carry out full vehicle detailing, machine polish, paint swirling correction and underside clean prior to 

delivery. £950.00 
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Body fittings and interi or and exterior trim  

 

¶ The boot gas struts are in poor condition and do not hold open the boot. 

¶ There is a stale fuel smell in the boot indicating the carbon-canister lines have split. 

¶ There is only one ignition key present, this is a non-original re-cut key. 

¶ There is only one fuel filler flap key present. 

¶ The remote central locking was tested with a new battery however the fobs did not function. 

¶ No key is present for the centre arm rest lock. 

¶ The left hand under bonnet closure panel is displaying a small crack. 

¶ The interior carpet and trim is in a good condition but the carpets and leather are dirty. 

¶ The driverõs floor carpet AML wings are in poor condition and the leather heel pad is worn. 

¶ The door entry sill plaques have been located in the glovebox. 

¶ The tyre inflation kit in the boot is aged and advise replacement. 

¶ The centre arm rest displays its original map of Northern France and torch as per Le Mans 

specification.  

¶ The seat belts have been previously changed to dark green. 

¶ The left hand seat back does not lock into position with the seat forward. MOT Failure. 

¶ The left hand upper seat belt bolt cover is missing. 

¶ The original tool kit is missing from the hidden compartment in the boot. 

¶ The dashboard has been modified to accept a second single DIN head unit or GPS system. 

 

Recommendations: 

Replace boot gas struts. Labour £165.00 Parts £225.00 

Cut duplicate key set. £95.00 

Replace inoperative alarm system with new remote central locking system. £1950.00 

Wet vacuum carpet set and deep clean seats and leather coverings. £325.00 

Remove driverõs carpet, replace heel pad and gold wings AML embroidery to both front carpets. 

£285.00 

Re-install sill plaques to doors. £165.00 

Return towing eye to boot jack tray. £0.00 

Remove left hand seat and assess locking mechanism for repair. £247.50 

Replace tyre inflation bottles, retain originals for safe keeping. £75.00 

Replace left hand upper seat belt bolt cover. £95.00 

Remove dashboard top, modify dashboard to original shape using LHD donor dashboard as fibreglass 

reference. Re-trim in correct Connolly leather throughout.  

Labour £9,900.00 Paint £1,100.00 Trim Labour £1955.00 Leather £650.00 Materials £455.00 

Change torch batteries in arm rest. £9.00 

Search for replacement toolkit (these are no longer produced) £TBC if we can locate one. 

 

 

 

Please note all prices are estimates and do not include VAT. 

Estimated time for completion of the above work, 12-16 weeks. 
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Report Conclusions and Recommendations 

 

The vehicle as presented is an example of a rare Vantage Le Mans (1 of 40 produced) which was 

converted previously to V600 specification by Works Service in Newport Pagnell prior to delivery. The 

vehicle has then subsequently been converted to automatic by Works Service in circa 2012.  

The vehicle presents very well in its Aston Martin Racing Green shade and cosmetically is in outstanding 

condition ð our recommendation to address small cosmetic areas will enhance this further. 

 

With the return of the vehicle to its correct Dymag wheels and recommissioning for road use again this 

will make a magnificent ôGrand Touringõ Aston Martin in automatic configuration. Consideration could 

be given to return the car to manual in the longer term to enhance driver involvement if desired. 

 

Given the model rarity and being viewed as the last truly ôcoach-builtõ Aston Martins prior to the launch 

of the Vanquish the Vantage Le Mans are rightly coveted by collectors, I believe this model has long term 

potential for appreciating in value with time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

David Nash   Reception Engineer, Aston Martin Works Heritage 
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Photography 

The photographs on the following pages illustrate the current condition of the car. 
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